
TOWN/COMMERCIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Meeting - DRAFT 

 

AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, September 13, 2006 

Town Room, Town Hall 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 

 

Minutes and notes taken by Ira Bryck 

 

The Chair called the meting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

1. Announcements - None 

 

2. Old Business - None 

 

3. New Business 

 

a. Holiday parking policy – Select Board request 

 

1) Parking Task Force 

Created by Select Board in July 

 

Hwei Ling: surprised by increase in parking fine, plus confusion 

over now 2 committees dealing with parking 

John Coull: parking task force is Larry’s reply to Select Board 

charge to come up with solutions, including parking management 

system • John willing to be liaison between parking task force 

and TCRC 

Ira: What if TCRC recommends conflicting idea from parking task 

force? 

Barry: asks John: what do you want us to discuss re parking? 

What would be our role, vs. PTF? Holiday parking costs and 

prices? 

Jerry: as president of PDA, I watch how select board works; I 

think Larry got this started without knowing about TCRC 

Leslie:  where do we give these ideas to, task force or select 

board? 

Jane: would be nice if we could give specific input, but not 

gather data • John is disinclined to serve on this committee 

 

Leigh volunteers to be liaison to parking task force; Mark will 

email Larry this info 

 

Discussing Thanksgiving Christmas, New Years 

Last year started Dec 3rd, was free for month (correction: 3 

weeks, 1 day) till Dec 26 

 

Leigh: re shortfall, is free December a long tradition? 

Hwei Ling: last year was longest one; grew from original 3-4 

days; revenue loss including fines $50k 

Leigh: merchants concerned about ever rising fees, not a good 

trade off to get one free month to have higher fees throughout 

the year 

Barry: interesting to hear Bill Letendre about Northampton, they 

did not give free parking on street, but did on lots, wanted to 

keep turnover, but lots accommodated if extended shopper 
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John: Chamber’s position not yet clear, John also likes idea 

about free in lots, agrees what Larry says that free parking has 

no benefit, and much abuse; there is theoretically under-use by 

garage, if you make that free, people might get used to using it 

Leslie: still a loss of revenue, 

Mark: craft a pattern: we have 3-4 days of free parking, showing  

goodwill with some leniency on tickets 

Ira: the only reason to give free parking is so people won’t 

think Amherst is stingier and not competitive 

Leigh: thought Northampton did seem stingier; thinks free 

parking best used just after Thanksgiving and just before 

Christmas 

John: last year was 3 weeks and 1 day, we asked for that because  

merchants have Greeting Card day, yes, we are competing with the 

free parking at the mall, we have a substantial shortfall; if we 

had an adequate system it would be one thing, but we have a 

short supply  

Jerry: in general, PDA members (just downtown businesses, as 

opposed to Chamber) need help of all sorts, trolleys, etc, free 

parking just a nice thing to do; we need to go on a campaign, 

telling business owners the worth of a parking spot, so owners 

and employees won’t abuse 

Jane: survey of other towns shows very few other towns give free  

parking, PROPOSES: shorter (7 day max) period of free; likes 

lots idea, Hwei Ling: $50k estimate that loss of revenues due to 

free parking at holidays is unofficial 

 

PROPOSAL: For 2006, we recommend that there be 9 days of free parking (plus 

Greeting Card Saturday), beginning the 2nd Saturday before Christmas (in 

2006, period is Dec 16-24) in the “Pay and Display” lots; but not the 

meters, which will only be free (and bagged) on Greeting Card Day, Saturday, 

Dec 2nd. 

 

Jane moved, Barry 2nds 

Vote: passed unanimously 

 

BARRY: would be good for business community to be seen 

compromising during tough times 

JERRY: thinks is a good compromise 

LEIGH: my concern is that business community takes the hit of 

higher fees, but also happy with compromise 

IRA: consider making look-alike ticket to explain to meter 

feeders, cost of them feeding meters, request they park where 

designated  

LEIGH: need to supply parking for low paid employees 

 

2) Other 

 

b. Economic Development – Master Plan Element 

 

1) What are Amherst’s growth sectors? 



2) Other 

c. Other Task Areas: 

1) Permit Process review 

2) Downtown & Village Center Revitalization 

3) Other 

d.  Other 

 

4. Next Meetings - to be determined by email 

 

5. Adjournment 

 

 

BEST OF ALL WORLDS: A BRAINSTORM on what committee members would like to  

see in Amherst 

 

Parking expansion 

 

Not like to see expanded parking, would prefer increased residential space Zoning 

to make growth and change easier 

More trolleys and other ways to eliminate need for parking 

Improved public transportation 

Local transportation, not buses from afar 

Incubator space for business and arts 

Street maintenance when students not here 

More unique businesses not based on college customers 

Mall type environment, walking mall, and promenade 

Thornes, but all food, like Portland, ME public market 

More parking structures built 

Something that makes it livelier other than Friday or Saturday night Playground on 

green 

Areas designated for bikes only 

leave Kendrick Park totally undeveloped Skateboard park 

 

Hwei Ling on permit review: 

Larry engaging building inspector, others with permit process, make it  

smoother, is our committee interested in being involved; we will extend  

an invitation; 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 


